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is the most stringent condition by which the labourer is in any instance bound
(Evidence, 841, 1. 44). It may be further remarked, that a great deal of protective
influence is, generally speaking, exercised by the managers of mines, with respect to the
regularity and the convenient mode of payment of the wages of the young people.
193. Evidence may be seen (p. 821, 1. 25; p. 830, 1. 28; p. 847, 1. 49; p. 849, 1. 52)
of the rarity of disagreements between employers and the younger class of
labourers, with regard to hiring or wages. The answers to the following query, submitted to the same magistrates mentioned when treating of the adult miners, are
equally satisfactory. The question asked was this:
Have complaints been made before you on the part of the children or young persons employed in
mines or other large works, arising out of the non-fulfilment of agreements by their employers, whether
masters or workmen?

The answers are as follows:
From the Western District
Such complaints have been made, but not more frequently, in proportion to the numbers employed,
than by those engaged in other labour.

From the Central District
(a) South Western Division:
An instance rarely occurs where complaints have arisen by either of the parties, or for the causes
named in the query; for the rules in the large mines are generally good, and acted on with judgment
and vigour.

(b) Camborne Division:
For many years I was the only magistrate in this populous district. The complaints of children
or young persons working in mines have been rare and of a trifling nature, being generally for
non-payment of wages by the common miner employing them, which have always been settled with
perfect ease and satisfaction by the magistrates in petty sessions.

(c) Redruth Division:
Complaints have occasionally been brought to me on the part of children employed in the mines
for non-payment of wages due; and I have granted summonses, which have generally been
sufficient. It. is a commonly understood arrangement in the different mines, in such cases, to stop
the amount due out of the employers' gettings, and so to pay the labourers.

E a s t e r n D i s tr i c t
(a) St. Austle Division:
Few, if any, except in cases where the concern itself has failed, or the owners become from other
causes distressed in circumstances. In a few cases we have been obliged to levy by orders, and
warrants of distress on the property, but not more or so much in behalf of children as adults.

(b) Lostwithiel Division:
The complaints have been frequent, but much more frequent on the part of young persons against
"takers" than against principals. These complaints have diminished considerably, and I attribute it
to a prompt and very persevering practice on the part of our petty sessions.

(c) Launceston Division:
Confining my reply to children, I should say, very rarely indeed.

Devonshire District
Occasionally, complaints have been made to the magistrates, within the last eight or nine years,
by persons employed in mines in this division, comprising ten parishes, for the recovery of wages,
but in the great majority of instances, and I may say with scarcely but two or three exceptions,
such complaints have been made by adults, and not by children or young persons. There are two
woollen manufactories in this division, but I do not remember ever having had any application made
by children or young persons working therein, against their employers.

IX. TREATMENT AND CARE
194. Very little is done in these mines in the way either of reward or
punishm en t. T he m ore r ap id a dva nce men t o f th e d il ig en t a nd sk il lfu l , a nd th e
g i ving them an opportunity of leaving work earlier than usual, and at times of
earning a trifle for themselves, by the setting of tasks, are the only encouragements to
exertion at all extensively employed. In a few mines, of which Wheal Vor is the most
important, a premium is given to those girls who have attended at their work without interruption
during the whole month. In the mine mentioned, 1s is the monthly reward for the first-class
girls employed at "framing” and 6d that of the second class (Evidence, p. 841, 1. 20).
195. The superintendence of the agents is the only ordinary check on indolence or
misconduct. Absence from work without leave (Evidence, p. 847, 1. 52), and
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some particular offences, are punished by "spaling" (fine), differing in amount in different
mines, but always moderate. Where these, or the reprimand of the agent, are ineffectual,
dismissal is the only ulterior measure. Corporal punishment may be said to be never
inflicted.* In fact, as there is no system of apprenticeship, any such punishment would be illegal,
and it would certainly be resented by recourse to legal process on the part of the friends.
196. The boys employed under ground by the men are likewise subject to be
"spaled" (fined) when they are absent from their posts at the regular hours; but the fine
seldom much exceeds what is necessary to be paid for the procuring a substitute
(Evidence, p. 848, 1. 52; p. 850, 1. 32). If the boy or his friends think it too heavy,
application is made to the managers, and justice is done; but no interference is exercised
between the men and their boys, except in extreme cases (Evidence, p. 848, 1.38). In
some cases the fines are credited to the adventurers (owners), so that no gain can arise to
the men from the infliction†
197. On the whole, the concurrent testimony of all the agents, and other well-informed
parties, to whom inquiries have been directed, goes to show that not only is no corporal
punishment or other ill-usage, inflicted by the men on the boys employed by them
under ground, nor any tyranny exercised (Evidence, p. 834, 1. 70), but that there is a
very general consideration, on the part of the men, of the age and powers of their young
fellow-labourers, and a disposition to relieve them from any excess of toil, even at the
expense of increased exertion of their own. The very frequent association in work of
children with their parents or near relatives, contributes to the promotion of this
generous and manly feeling (Evidence, p. 847, 1. 44).
198. The mutual relations between the managers of mines and the children and young
persons employed under them may be said to terminate when the work of the day is
closed. A large proportion of the mines are situated at a distance of several miles
from the dwellings of both these parties, and no connexion between them could be well
maintained except at the mines. The mining district between Redruth and Camborne is
the most favourably situated for the continuing such relations beyond the limits of the
places of work, and a beneficial influence arising from this continuance is more
perceptible there than elsewhere. What is chiefly exhibited is, however, rather a
regard by the general body of proprietors and. managers of mines for the benefit of
the general body of mining labourers than a special attention to the individuals
employed by themselves. Cases of gross misconduct out of the mine are generally
brought under the animadversion of the agents, and reprimand or dismissal will follow
(Evidence, p. 850, 1. 34).

X. PHYSICAL CONDITION
199. A strong line of demarcation must be drawn between the children and young
persons employed at the surface and those employed under ground in these mines, in
respect to certain points in their physical condition. The former may be said to be,
speaking generally, in at least as good condition as the children in the neighbourhood
otherwise employed; that of the latter is very distinctly inferior.
200. The external appearance of the children and young persons employed at the
surface, taken as a class, is that of robust health. The complexion is generally florid, the
person well formed, the expression alert and cheerful (Evidence, p. 830, 1. 58). Among
the girls as they approach towards womanhood there is an inclination to embonpoint,
and many of them possess a considerable share of personal beauty; in the central
district perhaps most remarkably, the features being often handsome. The greater part
of the boys are drafted off to under-ground work before the frame is at all fully
developed, but they are generally healthy and well formed as long as they continue
at the surface. The abundant supply of fresh air, and the variety of muscular movement
are the main causes of their healthiness and their freedom from deformity respectively.
* The return from Fowey Consols Mine states, that "Many years since corporal punishment was inflicted here
on two boys for theft, by order of the county magistrates; and three or four instances have occurred of fathers
correcting their children publicly, in front of the counting-house, and in the presence of the agents, having their
election either to correct their sons or have them discharged from the mine.”
†

The following returns will serve to show the systems usually adopted as to punishments: 1. At Dolcoath "Men are
fined 5s for swearing and boys Is; men are kept without ‘subsist' for fighting." The agent adds, "I have not
heard an oath sworn in this mine but once during ten years." 2. At Tresavean, "If they transgress, we turn
them home for the day, for which they receive no pay." "Swearing, and other bad language, are punished by
fines." 3. At Tretoil, "If a child be industrious, he is occasionally given a half-holiday." 4. At the Perran
Mines, "Swearing, a fine of 2s 6d; drunkenness, 2s 6d; rioting, to be excluded from these mines."

Page 790

201. When the boys exchange surface for under-ground work, they speedily lose the
freshness of complexion in the first place, and gradually become for the most part sallow
and sickly in hue (Evidence, p. 830, 1. 66; p. 848, 1. 31; p. 849, 1. 49; p. 850, 1. 45).
This change is often, but not at all uniformly, associated with distinct unhealthiness, but it
is no doubt connected with an impeded progress of development. No sort of deformity
arises from their occupation. A very slight forward stoop is gradually acquired, and a
rather long and cautious step, arising out of the habit of climbing, and of feeling the
way among dark and dangerous places.
202. In stature, the difference which exists between those employed in mines, and
others, is as regards the females in favour of the former, as has been partly stated
already. The use of hammers tends perhaps to the production of some fulln e s s o f b u s t .
I n a f o r m e r p a r t o f t h i s r e p o r t t h e w e i g h t s o f t h e m e n i n d i f ferent mines are given,
and their stature is spoken of. The tendency of underground labour is to check the
nutrition of the body, as has been already explained, and the degree of stunting produced
will be proportionate to the earliness of the period of growth at which that labour is
begun. Those who go under ground when very young often acquire after a short time
the countenance of much older boys, whilst their size is below the average at their real
age; their figures are also more set and angular than is natural in early life.
203. The food brought to the mines by the children and young persons is for the most
part sufficient in quantity for the one meal usually taken by them there, and perhaps for a
slight refection between breakfast and dinner. It is coarse in its quality and mode of
preparation, and from these causes does not always afford sufficient nutriment,
(Evidence, p. 821, 1.15; p. 845, 1. 53). The hoggans and pasties have been already
described (Evidence, p. 821, 1. 51).
204. The children of both sexes seem to get on very well with this diet. It is chiefly
among the females a few years older that dyspeptic affections are frequent. Stews and fish
and potatoes mixed together, and sent warm from their homes, are most common in the
western districts (Evidence, p. 841, 1. 1, 23; p. 847, 1. 37; p. 848, 1.27). The children
appear to find half an hour long enough to take their dinners (Evidence, p. 826, 1. 26; p.
836, 1. 21), and usually to get a little play as well. The older females complain
sometimes that it is too short (Evidence, p. 846, 1. 3; p. 851, 1. 44).
205. The extent of accommodation afforded for warming the food, varies much in
different mines. The most ample provision is that of ovens for the purpose (Evidence,
p. 836,1. 34); but this is unusual. In other instances, as at Fowey Consols, the long
iron cylinder, heated by a fire at one end, used for heating the shed in which the meal
is taken, serves also to warm the latter. In many places r e c o u r s e m u s t b e h a d t o
t h e h o u s e i n w h i c h t h e m i n e r s ' c l o t h e s a r e d r i e d (Evidence, p. 845, 1. 34); to the
boilers of the steam-engines; or to the smiths' sh op) , to e ffec t this objec t s ome
i ns ta nc es , as a t th e F ow e y C ons ols , wher e ovens are kept in the neighbourhood,
those who wish to get their pasties effectually warmed, are able to have it done at the charge
of a penny a week.
206. Cold water is most commonly the only drink to be obtained, and that is not
always very abundant, sometimes brought from a considerable dis tance, and
distributed in limited quantities (Evidence, p. 845, 1. 36). In a few mines there are
facilities for obtaining hot water, or even a cup of tea, usually an infusion of indigenous
herbs (Evidence, p. 836, 1. 35).
207. Under ground the boys take with them fare more or less substantial according to the
part of the day in which their "course" of labour falls. But they always make use of some
food whilst, they are below; and this is justly considered one of the most beneficial changes
which have occurred in the habitual practices of the miners ( E v i d e n c e , p . 8 2 6 , 1 . 1 4 ; p .
8 3 4 , 1 . 1 ) . T h e a p p e t i t e i s n o t a l w a y s v e r y k e e n i n t h e hot and impure air with
which they are surrounded, and sometimes very little of the food taken down is eaten
there* (Evidence, p. 853, 1. 23,45). Butchers' meat is only combined in very small
proportion with the different articles mentioned a b o v e , e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e c h i l d r e n .
B e e f i s v e r y l i t t l e u s e d ; m u t t o n i s m o r e common, but pork is the meat most largely
employed for this as for all other purposes among the mining population (Evidence, p. 821, 1.
43).
208. The food obtained by the children and young persons at their homes varies very much
in quality and abundance with the circumstances of the families. It
*At Dolcoath is found a solitary example of a provision of hot soup for boys as well as men, on their coming to the surface
(Evidence, p. 837, 1. 60). This is more particularly described in a former part of this Report. Water is sent down in
many copper-mines in small barrels or cans for the relief of the thirst, which is often very urgent. It is not always
very accessible (Evidence, p. 8 2 4 , 1 . 6 9 ; p.825, 1. 7; p. 852, 1. 58).
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is too frequently scanty (Evidence, p. 830, 1. 9, 18) as well as innutritious,* and is usually
very coarsely prepared (Evidence, p. 835, 1. 27). Breakfast before going to work in the
morning, and supper after their return, are the regular meals for those employed at the
surface (Evidence, p. 822, 1. 28, 38, 54; p. 823, 1. 13, 45; p.845, 1. 55). The underground boys generally get some food when they reach their homes, at whatever hour that
may be: at night some cold potatoes or bread probably be all that can be obtained. (Appendix A.)
209. Where the family is large and very poor it will often happen that the earnings
of the young persons of either sex will be disposed of in providing absolute
necessaries for the whole party, so that no difference is made in the amount of nourishment
afforded to those employed in hard labour and the younger children not yet able to work
(Evidence, p. 825, 1. 29; p. 828, 1. 52). Such circumstances frequently induce the young men to
seek a separate residence at the age of 17 or 18; and the medical man will often be
consulted by females who are feeling the ill effects of being so situated, suffering from
painful dyspeptic affections, arising chiefly from their not having sustenance at all
calculated to give them strength for their laborious life, and seeking a delusive comfort from
the stimulus of tea, which is largely used by all females of the working classes in the
West of England. A further cause of the scantiness of their fare will be noticed presently.
210. Speaking generally, the clothing of the children and young persons employed in
these mines is good and sufficient. Among the females a great deal of attention is paid
to dress, increasing with their approach to womanhood; but even the younger girls are
usually furnished with very decent attire by their friends (Evidence, p.850, 1. 15).
The occupations of the females not being usually very dirty, the ordinary dress, or
one only slightly varied, is worn at the mine; additional protection is, however,
commonly given to the lower part of the legs by wrapping them in woollen bands in the
winter, and often in cotton ones in the summer. A certain smartness is noticeable in
the bonnets, and in the manner of wearing them; they are generally small in the winter,
and thrown rather back on the head, chiefly made of some lively-coloured material in
some districts, and of s t r a w i n o t h e r s ; i n s u m m e r t h e y a r e c o m m o n l y l a r g e ,
s t r a i g h t , a n d . p r o jecting, with a long loose border, such as may afford effectual
shelter from the sun. A rather amusing degree of concern for the preservation of the
complexion is exhibited by some, who envelop their faces and throats with handkerchiefs,
so as to present something of an invalided appearance.
211. On Sundays, and on any holiday occasion, apparel of a showy and often
expensive description is commonly worn. Girls under the age of 18 have not often
money at, their disposal for any great outlay in this line; but, without any disposition to
underrate the value of a regard for personal appearance in the article of dress, as an
evidence of self-respect, the writer is obliged to notice the existence of what may fairly be
called a passion for dress, as very extensively diffused among the young women
connected with the mines ill every district (Evidence, p. 832, 1. 69.) As a medical man, he
has often had cases brought under his notice in which he has been satisfied that disordered
health has been mainly induced by coarse and scanty nourishment, whilst the patients
have presented themselves in dresses only to be procured at very considerable cost.
The same love of display is shown in the wearing of thin shoes and stockings during
weather in which they are very unsuitable, causing a dangerous transition from the
thick shoes usually worn by them, and the legs rolled up in woollen bands just now
described. There is reason to believe that the provision of warm inner garments for
the colder season is by no means correspondent with the outlay on those external ones
which may serve to increase the personal attraction of the wearers.†
212. The work of a large proportion of the boys employed at the surface exposes
them to wet and dirt; and, however wet or dirty they may be, the same clothes are
worn from the time they rise in the morning until bed-time at night; and it is well if they
are effectually dried before they are put on again on the following day (Evidence, p.
823, 1. 10). The clothing is generally sound and sufficiently decent for labouring
boys, and a good protection against cold and wet is commonly furnished in thick woollen
frocks (Evidence, p. 850, 1. 53), worn out* Much improvement is stated to have taken place, within thirty years in the quality of the food; less barley
is said to be used, and more meat (Evidence, p. 829, 1. 32; p. 841, 1. 25).
†Some of the girls are liable to get wet, especially in the feet, in their employments; and all are so in
coming to the mines. No provision is ever made there for a change of shoes or stockings under these
circumstances, and the liability to injurious chill is consequently great, particularly to those (a large majority of the whole class) whose labour gives little or no exercise to the lower limbs (Evidence, p. 845, 1.18).
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side during the winter. The whole body moreover is brought into pretty active exercise
in most of their occupations.*
213. The boys, like the men, when they go under ground, substitute for their ordinary
apparel a loose woollen dress, thick shoes without stockings, and a strong hat with a convex
crown, usually weighing from one to two pounds, and affording efficient protection to the head
from falling bodies and blows, on which the candle is for the most part placed, inserted
into a lump of wet clay. In very hot places the miners often throw off the greater part of
the clothing of the body, and work almost in a state of nudity. On their return to the
surface the under-ground garments are hung in a building appropriated to that use,
called the "dry" or "drying-house", and the ordinary dress is resumed. The habit of
wearing flannel next the skin is prevalent among the miners, and the boys working under
ground are commonly provided with it. Their surface attire is very decent, and generally
kept in pretty good repair. As they advance in age, a similar inclination to that manifested
by their companions of the other sex, to smartness of dress, is developed; though it cannot
usually be much indulged within the age to which this inquiry refers.
214. Cleanliness of person and dress will almost attend as a natural concomitant of that
regard to appearance which has been noticed as exhibited by both sexes; it is
accordingly the rule among the children as well as the young persons. Of the latter,
the greater part employed on the surface are females. Their work is not usually very
dirty, and even when engaged about it they preserve a very cleanly appearance. At
other times their fresh and clear skin, and well-washed clothing, correspond with the
smartness of the articles themselves of their attire. The younger girls are neither
equally well clothed, nor equally clean; and the work of the greater number (picking)
exposes them more to wet and dirt. Still there is generally, even here, a degree of
neatness, proving the disposition to do as well as circumstances permit. The little boys are
most extensively employed in the midst of mineral mud, but they generally get rid of a
great deal of it when their work is over. More might certainly be done in respect of these,
both as to person and clothing. Still it is exceedingly rare to meet with an example
of squalid filthiness in any member of a miner's family.
215. The under-ground boys are in the habit, as well as the men, of washing on their
return to the surface, before resuming their ordinary dress. This being a process
applicable to miners of every age, it is described, together with the accommodation
provided for its efficiency in different mines, at a former part of this Report. The
activity of the skin in early life, and the greater liability to inflammatory affections
from chilling of the surface, render these accommodations more essentially beneficial to the
youthful than even to the adult miner.
216. The generally healthy condition of the children and young persons employed
at the surface in these mines has been already noticed. In the principal mining
districts comparatively few individuals belonging to families of the poorer class remain
unconnected with mining labour during the period of life with which this inquiry is
concerned. It is therefore difficult to ascertain whether the amount of sickness is greater
or less among those working at the surface than among those remaining at home or
otherwise employed. The concurrent testimony of medical men, mine agents, and other
well-informed parties, is to the effect that no young people are more healthy (Evidence, p.
830, 1. 57; p. 835, 1. 2: p. 848, 1. 56; p. 850, 1. 42). By one medical deponent a
comparison is drawn (Evidence, p. 835, 1. 9) between the mining and manufacturing
girls, to the advantage of the former. Evidence may also be seen, that the exchange of
the occupation of straw-bonnet making (p. 823, 1. 22), and of domestic service (p. 852, 1.
41), for surface-labour at a mine, may be positively beneficial to the health. The opinions
of other medical men in different districts, equally favourable, may be seen in the Appendix (F.)
217. On the other hand, a certain amount of sickness is distinctly produced by the work
itself, or its attendant circumstances. Many instances of this have been referred to, in
treating of the particular branches of employment. The depositions of the patients
examined furnish many other examples. † The nature and amount of the ailments of
these boys and girls may be estimated from the following table (21), which exhibits the
results of the most perfect of the returns made on the tabular forms:
* In a few instances, where boys are employed (as in some of the washings of tin ore) almost constantly in the
water, they are provided with waterproof boots by the mine, usually one pair in the year. This is also sometimes the case
with those who work in the sump, and with timbermen (Evidence, p. 850, 1. 52).
†One of the surgeons of Wheal Vor Mine confirms the statement given in the Evidence (p. 842, 1. 42), of the
frequency of certain disorders in that mine. (See his answers to queries, Appendix F.)
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TABLE 21.—Show
wing the N
Nature of th
he Illness or Injury d
detaining th
he Children and You
ung Person
ns of both
rom work att the Surfacce in the C
Charlestown United Min
nes, during one Year; together with the loss of time
sexes fro
occasion
ned therebyy.

The omiission of on
ne case of a
absence (frrom the list of Male su
ufferers), wh
hich detaine
ed the boy six months
s from the
mine, w
will reduce th
he average
e loss of tim
me to aboutt 11 days b
but the subsstraction off the two months case
e of fever
from the
e female sside will still leave the
e average lo
oss of time
e by the girrls nearly 16 days. Off the total number
n
of
children and young
g persons rreturned ass employed
d in the min
ne (208), 114 are boyys and 94 g
girls, so tha
at a much
larger proportion o
of the latter appear to have lost ttime in this way than o
of the former of the w
whole 208 employed,
e
112 (32 boys and 80 girls) a
are entered
d as "reckin
ng" (elsewh
here termed
d "framing""), being so
omething more
m
than
half, bu
ut it will be sseen that o
of the casess of headacche (28) fou
ur-fifths hap
ppened to tthose thus e
employed. Sore feet
and chillblains are entered as happening
g to boys only, being tthose emplloyed in wh
heeling barrows and working
w
in
the mud
d. The boyss are also rregistered a
as suffering
g in much tthe greaterr proportion
n from affecctions of the
e bowels,
whilst pa
ain in the siide and inflluenza belo
ong exclusivvely to the o
other sex.

218. But perh
haps the
e eviden ce whic h will ind
duce the
e most h
hesitatio n in acc
ceding to
o
tthe opin
nion thatt no grea
ater evil results to the h
health fr om surfa
ace labo
our at th
he miness
tthan fro m other occupa
ations, iss that de
erived frrom a co
ompariso
on of th e propo rtions off
d
deaths o
of femal es, betw
ween ce rtain lim
mits or ag
ge, in m
mining pa
arishes, and in parishess
o
otherwisse simila
arly circu
umstance
ed, in wh
hich no mining i s carried
d out. Th
he resultts of thiss
ccompari son havve been given in
n the int roductorry part o
of this R
Report (T
Table 3, p. 742) ,
a
and theyy may b
be referrred to in
n proof that thiss descrip
ption of labour is by no
o meanss
innocuo us. But how mu
uch of th
he excesss of mo
ortality i s to be attribute
ed to wo
orking att
tthe min
nes, an
nd how much to oth
her con
nditions,—
—to he
ereditaryy predis
sposition
n
e
especiallly,—it m
must rem
main for ffurther in
nvestiga tions to decide.
219. It seemss probab
ble that the rudd
diness o f hue im
mparted b
by consttant exposure to
o
ffresh airr, may g ive to th
hese boyys and g
girls an a
appearan
nce of h ealth to a certaiin extentt
d
deceptivve. Mor eover, as theirr ailmen
nts are,, for th e most part, o
of rathe
er acute
e
ccharacte
er, they prevent those w
who are sufferin
ng from tthem fro
om comi ng to w ork, and
d
tthus the
e appearrance of the who
ole bodyy is not rendered
d less h ealthy b
by the ad
dmixture
e
o
of manyy individ
duals la bouring under disease
e: but s ome of these disorderrs prove
e
rapidly ffatal, and
d a grea
ater num ber passs into inccurable structura
al chang
ges.
220. But wh
hatever be the ultimatte influe
ence on
n the avverage duration
n of life
e
produce d by the
ese surfa
ace ope rations, it is cer tain no kind of ssurgical disease
e beyond
d
tthe resu
ults or acccident is occassioned b y them. It would
d be diffficult to find any
ywhere a
cclass off girls an
nd young
g wome n more free fro m malfo
ormation , distorttion, or infirmity
i
.
T
The who
ole bodyy is exce
eedingly well and
d equab
bly develloped, th
he musccular mov
vementss
e
easy, an
nd the sttep firm and elasstic.
The ffollowing
g tabula rised su
ummary of some
e returnss made on the Special Tabularr
Forms a
addresse
ed to me
edical me
en will fu
urther ill ustrate tthis state
ement:—
—(See T able No .
12, nextt page.)
221. Neither is there
e any pre
evalence
e of med
dical disseases, a
acute orr chronic
c. Fever ,
w
whether epidem ic or spo
oradic, i s infrequ
uent, an d, when generallly diffussed throu
ugh theirr
neighbo urhood, does no
ot affect the you ng peop
ple emplo
oyed on mines
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in any greater proportion than others. Scrofula is not common among this class, atrophy is very
rare. There is reason to believe that consumption is more frequent than in non-mining
districts; whether it is more frequent among those members of millers' families who are
engaged in surface labour at the mines than among those members who are not so employed,
must for the present, as has been before remarked, remain in doubt.
222. These observations are equally true of the boys whilst they remain at the surface;
but they almost all have gone under ground for several years before they have reached
the age of 18. The amount of sickness among them in this last situation must
therefore be next considered. No register is kept of the daily attendance of the
under-ground boys at the mines, so that there are no means of ascertaining what time
they have lost, except from their own recollection; and the returns made on the Tabular
Forms are in this particular too vague for the establishment of any trustworthy
conclusions. The attendance of the surgeon under contract is limited usually to cases of
injury, so that the data for finding the average amount of sickness among a given number of
boys are very defective. Observation, therefore, and the experience of individual medical
men, must furnish our chief materials for a decision. It has been shown in the
introductory division of this Report (p. 741, Table 2, &c.), that the average life of the
miner is very materially shorter than that of other labourers in the same
neighbourhood, and that the greater part of this short-living is produced by the
greater prevalence of consumption, whilst accidents contribute in an important
measure to the result. The nature and causes of this consumption, as affecting miners
generally, have been discussed, as well as the subject of mine accidents: and it only
remains necessary to add a few remarks on the influence of the early employment of boys
under ground in producing this excess of mortality, to what has been already said when
treating the nature of their employment, and the state of the place of work.
223. I have seen a great many men in these mines who have attained different ages,
more or less advanced, and have preserved their constitutions equally well with the more
healthy portion of the non-mining population; though they have gone under ground
regularly through a long series of successive years. Some of these have possessed a
remarkable robustness of frame, which seems to have withstood all external injurious
influences, but by far the greater part have either not begun to work under ground till they
were 17 or 18 years of age, or have been so circumstanced as to be provided with ample
nourishment, and to be taken care of on the first appearance of ill health. Examples of
each of these conditions may be found in the Evidence (p. 839, 1. 56, 66; p. 838, 1. 59; p. 841,
1. 69).
224. Again, I have met with many others who, finding the working under ground
incompatible with the preservation of health, have either found occupation at the surface or
have quitted the mines altogether. (Instances may be seen, Evidence, p. 828, 1. 17 p.
829, 1. 51; p. 831, 1. 14; p. 836, 1. 59).
225. But when a boy, originally, perhaps, inclined to consumptive disease, having
often a declining father (Evidence, p. 843, 1. 55; p. 831, 1. 9), sometimes left as the
principal stay to a widowed mother with a large family (Evidence, p. 831, 1. 32; p. 840, 1. 24;
p. 846, 1. 62), obtains at 10 or 11 years of age a place under ground, he works with spirit
for some years, but he expends the whole capital of his constitution. He cannot give up
his place whilst he can possibly do the work, for the necessities of his home render
any exercise of parental authority rarely re qu ir ed to urg e h i m forwa rds . H e ca nno t
g e t the k i nd o f n our ish me n t, or enough of it, to support his strength under exhausting
labour, still less to give full materials for the development of the frame in its just
proportions. The result is that he falls a victim either to acute disease, often produced by
the rapid transitions of temperature occurring to every miner, or to consumption pursuing
rather a rapid course, and frequently preceded by hemoptysis. This is a statement of
facts which have repeatedly fallen under my own notice; similar ones may be seen in Evidence
(p. 28, 1. 18; p. 835, 1. 45).
226. Where there is more power of resistance in the original constitution, the effects of
the excess of labour, deleterious and exhausting agencies, and deficient nutriment, will be
evidenced chiefly in a stunting of growth and a general feebleness (Evidence, p. 824, 1.
62). In these cases life is often prolonged, and the occupation of mining continued for many
years, though the labour is always felt more or less oppressive (Evidence, Nos. 16 & 17), and is
generally interrupted by attacks of illness; but such men have always the appearance of being
older than they really are, and from 35 to 45 years of age they are often completely broken
down, and at that period of life frequently fall into the slower and more characteristic form of
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consumption common among miners, and do, I am well convinced, contribute very
much indeed to swell the lists of premature deaths by which the average life of the
miner is rendered so much shorter than that of his agricultural neighbour.
227. Various forms of unhealthy action occur among the boys working under ground,
whether as preludes of the early termination of life, or concomitants of the defective
development noticed above, or as affecting those on whom they operate as timely
warnings to quit the occupation altogether, or those whose more robust constitutions, or
more favourable circumstances, enable them to resume it without permanent detriment.
228. Disordered action of the heart, sometimes connected with hypertrophy, or with
the changes consequent on rheumatism, but more commonly without structural
mischief, is a frequent occurrence. It is often associated with derangement of the
functions of digestion, and both classes of symptoms may have been occasioned by
exposure to "poor air". But I have seen several cases in which the palpitation appeared
to have resulted purely from repeated over-exertion of the organ; and in some of these
there was reason to believe that the food was very i n s u f f i c i e n t . T h a t w e a k n e s s ,
a n d c o r r e s p o n d e n t i r r i t a b i l i t y , w e r e t h e c o n d i t i o n s under which this unnatural
action took place, was further shown by the perfect success of a treatment essentially
tonic.* Instances of affections of the heart, varying in character as above detailed, may
be found (Evidence, p. 840, 1. 18, 27; p. 841, 1. 69).
229. Affections of the organs of respiration are frequent, and are either of the acute
inflammatory nature, to which sudden transitions of temperature will give rise, and
consequently most common among those who work in the shallower mines, or parts of mines,
and where the air and water is cold (Evidence, p. 835, 1. 55; p. 828, 1. 11; 840, 1. 16);
or they are of it more chronic form, apparently connected with the repeated inhalation of
noxious gases and particles of matter, and, perhaps, with over-distention of the ramifications
of the air-tubes and cells. Where inflammation is not produced, a more abundant secretion
from the surfaces to which those noxious agents are applied is the protection and mode of
elimination furnished by nature, but this secretion being associated with an increased flow of
blood to those surfaces, the reiterated call for the one renders the other almost
continually necessary. The consequences are an engorged and thickened state of the
linings of the air-tubes, and a contraction of their bore, leading to forced dilatation
afterwards in the course of violent respiratory efforts. Instances of such dyspnoea may
be found (Evidence, p. 872, 1. 46; p. 848, 1. 17; p. 853, 1. 58). It is probably an
engorgement of the above description, affecting the larynx and trachea, which produces
the hoarseness very commonly noticeable among these boys, examples of which occur in the
Evidence (p.843, 1. 57; p. 853, 1. 39; p. 854, 1. 1).
230. The affections of the digestive organs chiefly met with among the boys working
under ground are disorders of the stomach, connected with the inhalation of "poor air",
and seeming to be merely secondary to the influence of this air upon the brain. Pain in
the head, becoming intense on stooping, giddiness proceeding sometimes to loss of
consciousness, failure of muscular power, are described by miners of all ages as effects of this
deleterious agent (Evidence, p. 854, 1. 61; p. 852, 1. 50; p. 853, 1. 8, 22); but the greater
irritability of the young subject seems to occasion the sympathetic affection of the
stomach, shown by loss of appetite, nausea, or vomiting† (Evidence, p. 853, 1. 11,
23, 45). The powers of digestion are usually recovered in these cases very readily on
the return to a pure air. It is at a later period of adolescence, approaching the limit of
this inquiry, that more permanent dyspepsia often occurs (Evidence, p. 835, 1. 20), arising
mainly, I believe, from the general feebleness induced by premature under-ground labour, partly
perhaps from repetition of the more transient disturbance just now spoken of, and
increased by coarseness of fare, and at, times by the use of tobacco, which is often
commenced at about this age.
231. No other forms of sickness can be said to be at all prevalent among this class
of boys. From diseases of the skin it has even been supposed that they enjoy something
approaching to immunity; and though I have met with many cases even within the last
few months, to accede to that opinion, it seems probable that the free action of the skin,
promoted by underground labour does tend to preserve it, from eruption.

*It will be seen, on reference to Evidence, p.825, 1. 59, that of seven boys examined very soon after their
coming to the surface on the conclusion of their day's work, the pulse in all but one proved the exhaustion of the
muscular power of the heart, produced by the circumstances of their labour.
†A more minute detail of the symptoms occasionally arising from this noxious agent is given in the Appendix (F.)
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232. E
Excludin
ng the e
effects of accid
dents, n
no surg ical dis ease w hateverr occurss
a
among t hese m ore freq
quently than am
mong otther lab ouring b
boys. T hey are
e indeed
d
r emarkab
bly exem
mpt from distortio
on and ffrom herrnia. The
e defecti ve deve
elopmentt spoken
n
o
of more tthan once
e applie s to the body ass a wholle, and n
not obvi ously to
o one pa
art more
e
t han ano
other; ce
ertainly it is no
ot localissed to t he exte nt of ca
ausing d
deformitty.
XI.—MORAL CONDITION.
233. S
Sunday--school instrucction is very extensivvely difffused tthrough out the
e
m
mining d
districts of the West o
of Engla
and. On
ne at le
east of these sschools is con-n
nected w
with the Establish
hed Chu
urch in a
almost e very min
ning par ish. but by much
h largestt
n
number are und
der the directio n of th e Metho
odists, cchiefly W
Wesleya
ans. A few
f
are
e
cconnecte
ed with the Ba ptists a nd Bria nite seccts. The
e follow ing tabl e will exhibit
e
a
vview of ttheir dis tribution
n in som
me paris hes in tthe seve
eral dist ricts fro m which
h returnss
o
of some accuraccy have been re
eceived,, and w ill serve
e as fairr examples of the
e general
sstate of th
his particu
ular proviision of th
he meanss of instru
uction:—
—

TABLLE 23.— Shhowing the Number off Sunday, D
Day, and Evening Scho
ools in seve
eral Parishess in the diffferent
Districcts, with other Particula
ars concern
ning them, a
as stated in the Return
ns to the prin
nted Querie
es.
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T
The foll owing accuratte returrn for t he par ish of Camborrne, forr which I am
gers, th
in
ndebted
d to the Rev. H ugh Rog
he recto r, will g ive a ju
ust view of the nature
a
and exte
ent of scchool insstruction
n in tho se partss of the mining districtss in whi ch it is
m
most amp
ply provid
ded:
T
TABLE 24

234. The number of children and young. persons actually employed in
t h e mine
es, who
o are in the ha
abit of a
attendin g Sund ay-scho
ools, is stated in the
n
next table
e.

TABLE
E 25. Show
wing the N
Number of Children a
and Young Persons iin the Seve
eral Miness and Minin
ng
Districcts who att end Sunda
ay Schoolss, who are
e able to read, and
d who havve written their name
es
on the T
Tabular Forrms.
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urther infformation
n as to the
e usual a
age of the
e scholarss may be
e derived from the following
g table
Fu
TABLE
E 26. Show
wing the Ave
erage Age of the Child
dren, &c. in
n certain Su
unday Scho
ools.

NOTE—T
There are o
only three fe
emale name
es entered on these re
eturns.

2 3 5 . In
n the Sunday-sch
hools con
nnected w
with the Church of Engla
and, the children are taug
ght
rea
ading in th
he Bible, the Cree
ed, and C
Command
dments, a
and the C
Church C
Catechism
m. They are
a in man
ny
insstances fu
urther tau
ught to understan
nd and ap
pply whatt they ha
ave learne
ed, by means of the
t Broke
en
Ca
atechism, Gastrelll's Faith and Dutty, and o
other hoo
oks gene
erally intrroduced into thes
se schoo
ols
thro
oughout the coun
ntry. Plan
ns analog
gous in th
heir desig
gn, and m
more or le
ess effecctual, are common
nly
ado
opted in the sch
hools be
elonging to disse
enting co
ongregatio
ons. The
e answers given by thosse
exa
amined (Evidence
e, p. 825, 1. 32, 53
3 ; p. 845
5, 1. 61 ; p. 852, 1
1. 13, 26;; p. 853, 1. 15, 30, 52, 64; p.
854
4, 1. 3) w
would, ho
owever, indicate tthat the tteaching in many of these
e schools, of both the abovve
cla
asses, goes little b
beyond enabling tthe scholars to rea
ad the Biible or the Testam
ment. Atte
endance at
the
e place off worship
p is almost alwayss enforce
ed, and itt is in mo
ost casess the pracctice to conduct
c
th
he
children thitther. The
e only insstance in
n which a
any kind of secula
ar instrucction hass been sttated to be
b
con
nnected w
with a Su
unday-school, is that of St. Day, in which ve
ery recen
ntly indee
ed, writing
g has bee
en
tau
ught: (Evidence, p
p. 846, 1 41). Th
he average age o
of the ch
hildren an
nd young
g person
ns at thesse
sch
hools ma
ay be infferred with sufficiient corre
ectness from the
e table given abo
ove (25). The boyys
com
mmonly d
discontin
nue their attendan
nce betw
ween 14 and 16 yyears of age, ofte
en earlie
er; the girrls
freq
quently ccontinue to attend
d at the school, w
with more
e or lesss regulariity, till the
ey are some yea
ars
old
der, not se
eldom in the capa
acity of te
eachers.
236. Th
he cause
e most co
ommonlyy assigne
ed for nott going to
o Sunday-school, as well as for not
n
goiing to a p
place of w
worship, iis the want of prop
per clothe
es (Evide
ence, p. 8
846.1. 66
64; p. 852
2, 1. 28 ; p.
853
3, 1.30 ; p. 854, 1. 23). Th
he povertyy of the p
parents, o
or more ccommonly the mo
other, doe
es, in som
me
casses, prevvent the providing of deccent clothing; butt, more frequentlly, her d
disinclinattion to th
he
of
app
pearance
e of her cchildren in
n a dresss inferior to that o
of others is the rea
ason their being deprived
d
the
ese oppo
ortunities of impro
ovement (Evidencce, p. 837. 1. 47)). These schools constitutte the on
nly
pro
ovision fo
or the re
eligious instructio
on and moral tra
aining off the ch
hildren and young person
ns
em
mployed in
n these m
mines. A class, ssimilar to one desscribed (E
Evidence
e, p. 849, 1. 11), may, he
ere
and
d there, b
be formed
d, for the
e combiniing of som
me furthe
er inculca
ation of re
eligious a
and mora
al truth wiith
the
e general improvement of tthe underrstanding
g.
2 37. Th
he influence of th
hese sch
hools in promotin
ng religio
on and m
morality a
among th
he youthfful
min
ning population iss undoub
btedly gre
eat, and that influ
uence be
eing veryy extensively maintained by
b
reliigious principle in
n the pare
ents, itse
elf perhap
ps origina
ally impla
anted at a Sundayy-school,, continue
es
its beneficia
al operatiion during the bussiness off the wee
ek. and vvery large
ely over tthe subse
equent liffe.
This is mo
ore especcially true of the
e girls. T
The boyss often d
discontinu
ue their attendan
nce befo
ore
prin
can
be
nciples ccan be firrmly engrafted, an
nd before
e the vallue of kn
nowledge
perceive
ed. But th
his
evil must be
e again a
adverted tto.
238. The
e total inadequacy of the instructio
on which the Sund
day-scho
ool is cap
pable of affording
a
to
e fulfilmen
nt of the ends of e
education
n, is adm
mitted, witthout anyy exceptio
on, by the
e parties, almost all
the
of tthem clergymen o
or dissen
nting ministers, wh
ho have replied to
o the que
ery on this subjec
ct. A few of
the
eir answe
ers may b
be here given. The
e question asked w
was this :
Do you conssider the Sunday-sschools orr other me
eans of in
nstruction at presen
nt accesssible to ch
hildren an
nd
ung perso
ons emplloyed in labour, ssufficient to make up for th
he loss o
of instruc tion by ea
you
arly removval
from
m day-sch
hools?

Fro
om the W
Western D
District the
e followin
ng opinion
ns are givven:
By no meanss. They are
e doubtlesss of some
e avail for the purpo
oses or insstruction; b
but their m
moral effec
ct is the on
nly
one
e worthy o
of attention
n.
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By no mea
ans, if se
ecular insstruction only is cconsidere
ed; and tthe amount of re
eligious in
nstruction
n is
neccessarily very limiited, from
m the few hours we
eekly devvoted to iits attainm
ment.
Sufficient In
n keep up religiou
us knowle
edge, bu
ut not oth
her knowlledge; no
ot sufficie
ent to kee
ep up mo
oral
training.
e answerrs from th
he other d
districts a
are precissely the ssame in p
purport.
The
239. The
e secularr educatio
on of the children in the m
mining districts is b
begun at the age of
o five orr six
at d
day-scho
ools, to w
which a ve
ery large
e majorityy of them are sent for a longer or sshorter pe
eriod. So
ome
nottion of the
e extent o
of the pro
ovision off schoolss of this d
descriptio
on, and off the degree in wh
hich they are
freq
quented, may be gained ffront the tables a
already given (23 and 24); but a m
more com
mplete sta
ateme
ent is furn
nished byy Mr. Seyymour Trremenhee
ere, in hiss Special Report on the E
Educational Condittion
of tthese Disstricts, an
nd is com
mprised in
n the follo
owing sum
mmary:—
—
TA
ABLE 27.—
—Common Day Schoo
ols.

240. A few of the answ
wers to th
he querie
es will sserve to convey a just no
otion of the gene
eral
cha
aracter of the ins truction afforded
d. The inq
quiry into the qualifications of the teachers is
s couched
d in
the
ese wordss:—
Describ
be how far the
e teache
ers con
nnected with th
he scho
ools with
h which
h you are
a
acq
quainted
d are p ersons of educcation, tthe bran
nches o
of instru ction fo
or which they are
a
qu alified, a
and whe
ether theyy have be
een trained as tea
achers.
n District, says
A rreturn from St. Jusst, in the extreme Western
N
Not any off them ca
an be con
nsidered ""persons of educattion." One
e or two may be a
able to elementaryy
M
Mathematiccs and alg
gebra ; alsso a little o
of land-su
urveying. N
None of th
he teacherrs have be
een traine
ed. One orr
tw
wo have spent a few
w weeks a
at a model--school.

Fro
om St. Ive
es, in the
e north-ea
ast of the
e same district, the
e answerr is this:—
—
O
Of the seve
eral teach
hers conne
ected with schools iin this disttrict, not m
more than three I co
onsider qu
ualified forr
th
heir functio
ons. Some of the rremainderr are grosssly ignora
ant of elem
mentary education, and have
e probablyy
re
esorted to tuition as being eassier than m
manual lab
bour.

Fro
om the parish of Illoga
an, in t he Cen tral Dis trict, an
nd the m
most am
mply sup
pplied with
w
sch
hools, th
he retur n, after stating the bran
nches o f instrucction in the boy s schoo
ols (noticced
in Table 2
23) to b e ''read ing, wri ting, ariithmetic , Englis h gramm
mar, ge ography
y, script ure
ural outliine. and
d geome
etrical fig
gure dra
awing, s inging, and the rudime nts
hisstory, arrchitectu
of general knowled
dge," prroceeds thus :—
—
T
The teache
ers of the schools w
with which
h I am acq
quainted h
have not h
had the advantage of much education
n.
T
The master of the boys schoo
ol, in the vvillage wa
as for som
me time in the Centrral National School under Drr.
B
Bell, and affterwards as master in the Na
ational Scchool. at S
St. George's. Hanove
er-square The teachers in the
e
otther schoo
ols, though educate
ed in the co
ounty, are
e qualified to teach a
all I have m
mentioned
d.

Ab
bout Red
druth the
e teache
ers are said to be
For the mo
ost part pe
ersons wh
ho have become un
nable to fo
ollow othe
er employm
ments, an
nd who, without anyy
particular q
qualificatio
ons, keep sschool as the easiest way of obtaining a livelihoo
od.

The
e accoun
nt of the tteachers in Gwenn
nap is ass follows:
1. Trevarth
h, master well educcated. 2. Churchtow
wn, maste
er well infformed, trrained on national system.
s
3
3.
C
Churchtown, Mistresss educatted on Brritish and Foreign system. 4
4, 5, 6. S
St. Day, m
masters capable
c
o
of
le
eaching re
eading, wrriting. and arithmeticc well, and gramma
ar, geogra
aphy, &c.. partially. 7. Mistres
ss capable
e
off teaching
g on the n
national syystem. 8, 9. Mistressses adeq
quate to te
each read
ding, writin
ng. and ne
eedleworkk,
plain and o
ornamenta
al. 10. 11. Carharra
ack, mastters, readiing, writing, and arrithmetic w
well, otherr branchess
partially.
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In the neighbourhood of St. Agnes, in the north-east of this district, the teachers are said to be:
Competent to teach the lower branches of an English education. Not more than one of them is
believed to have been trained as a teacher.

From the greatest mining neighbourhood in the Eastern District, a clergyman w r i te s th u s :
I t h i n k t h e r e i s o n l y o n e m a n i n t h e p a r i s h q u a l i f i e d t o t e a c h t h e y o u t h a s t h e y ought to be
taught, and one schoolmistress, who educates the daughters of the farmers and tradesmen.

241. Mr. Tremenheere's account of the nature of these schools, of the systems on which
they are conducted, and of the qualifications of the masters, is as follows:
If the children of the labouring classes now attending these day-schools are few in proportion
to the whole number of an age for education, and if the time allowed for it by the parents of those
fe w is short and inadequate, still less are t he methods pursued by 27 out of 32 masters and
mistresses whose schools I visited, or the books and apparatus used, such as to afford any
reasonable hope that instruction of any permanent value could be imparted to more than a
small number of their pupils, even if they remained much longer at school than is now the
custom. By all these 27 the old system of teaching is pursued, and the books in use are those
ordinarily accompanying it. The payments are so low and irregular that good clas s -books
cannot be afforded by t he master. Whatever books are used ar e pr ov ided by the parents.
Being themselves generally unable to read, the cheapest seem to be considered t o h a v e t h e
m o s t m e r i t . A f r a g m e n t o f a T e s t a m e n t , a n d a s m a l l s p e l l i n g - b o o k , a r e t h e ordinary store;
for the few more advanced, the Bible, and the elementary books of Pinnock, Murray, and
Goldsmith.
The school-rooms were in general found to be light, and clean, and sufficiently provided wit h
desks, b ut i n most i nstances clos e a n d il l v e n t i l a t e d . T h e t e r m s of pa ym ent r a nge d from 2s
to 5s 6d and 7s 6d per quarter. Of the masters, the great majority had either been hurt or had
lost their health in the mines, or had been unsuccessful in trade or other occupations; but their
qualifications appeared in most instances to be respectable, and their demeanour towards their
pupils mild and conciliatory. Nevertheless it must be confessed that they cannot be regarded as
possessing, either in their own resources or in the methods they pursue, the capability of
effecting, to any desirable extent, the mental and moral improvement of those under their charge.
About half belonged to the Established Church, one to the denomination of Independents, one to
that of Baptists, the rest to the different sections of the Wesleyans. Nine follow the system of the
National Society somewhat modified, one that of the British and Foreign Society. With respect to
the use of catechisms in many of the schools conducted on the old system, either the Church or
the Wesleyan Catechism was taught, according to the wish of the respective parents.
In the greatest number of these schools comparatively few boys had advanced in arithmetic as
far as the rule-of-three. Still fewer had learned anything of grammar, English history,
geography, mensuration, or linear drawing; subjects which almost all the masters professed to
teac h. In 19 schools, boys and girls wer e instructed t ogether. In eight t hey had separ at e
schools . In almost all the amount of instruction which seemed to be thought requisite for the girls
scarcely passed the boundary of the merest elements.

Mr. T. proceeds to speak in terms of commendation of several schools, particularising the
boys' school at Illogan, mentioned above, another at Trevenson, and three girls' schools in the
same parish, the British School at St. Agnes, and two private establishments; one at
Trevarth, noticed above, and one at Tuckingmill, kept by Mr. Phillips, which is spoken of in the
Evidence (No. 64). I must refer to Mr. T’s Report for the details of the merits of these schools.
242. From the day when the children of either sex go to work at the mines, they cease to
attend day-schools, and, with regard to the vast majority, all teaching, except that at the Sundayschool, is at an end.
243. A certain number of the boys, more in some districts than in others, but in all cases
bearing a very small proportion to the rest, attend evening-schools. In many instances these
are only open during the winter months. The masters are the same who keep day-schools,
and the instruction afforded is of the same quality.
244. The expense of attendance at the day-schools varies from 1d a week to 5s 6d a
quarter. The most usual charge at the evening-schools is 3d a week when the boys bring a
candle, and 3½d when they do not; the highest charge mentioned in the Evidence (p. 851, 1.
69) is 6d a week, the lowest (p. 843, 1. 54) 1s 6d a quarter. The money is paid by the
parents. The only exceptions ascertained are; 1. in North and South Roskear, where 1d a
month is levied on each man; each man who works there and has a family is allowed to
send one child to the British School at Camborne, without any other charge, and any other
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children on the payment of 1d a month more with each. 2. In Wheal Friendship and
Wheal Betsey, in Devonshire, the chief part of the expense of a school has been borne by the
adventurers. 3. In St. Just, a subscription has been set on foot for the purpose of sending
poor children gratuitously to the different schools established in the neighbourhood
(Evidence, p. 849, 1. 8). The adventurers at the Charlestown United Mines contemplate
the establishment of a school at which instruction will be given to the younger children of
their men at very little charge to them.
245. The charge of 1d a week has been mentioned as about the lowest made, but it
should be stated that much of the best quality of instruction is provided at no higher rate;
the greater part of the expense of the school being, in fact, defrayed from private
sources. The National and British Schools are mainly supported here, as elsewhere, by
voluntary contributions; and the individual benevolence of one noble lady, in whom the most
enlightened charity is hereditary, has given existence, and gives efficiency, to at least 12 schools.
246. It has been already stated that a very large majority of the children in the mining districts had
been sent to some day-school for some years before they went to the mines. Still a large number,
doubtless, remains of those who from having been left almost friendless, or from the ignorance,
poverty, negligence, or selfishness of their friends, have not gone to school at all. Some such have
been casually met with in the prosecution of this inquiry. (See Evidence, p. 846, 1. 64; p. 828, 1. 2.)
247. But it is chiefly in taking their children from school at a very early age, that these qualities in
the characters and circumstances of the parents are displayed. It has been seen (116, &c.) that a
great number of boys are actually at work at the mines before they are 10 years old, and a great
number of girls before they are 12, and both these classes have generally been there for a year or
more. Many of these, of the girls especially, have also been taken from school some time before they
obtained employment at the mines, being made useful at home. The following are a few of the
statements of the ages at which the children are usually removed from schools in different districts to
go to continuous employment:
Western District; St. Just, and the extreme West, three answers:
1. From 10 t o 12 years of years of age. 2. Gener ally about 10 year s of age. 3. T welv e is the
average.

North-eastern Division of the same district; St. Ives, &c.:
1. Children are taken from school about the age of 10 years (boys) and 12 years (girls) to work at
the mines, &c. 2. The parents being poor, the children are taken away very early to go to work;
frequently at 9 or 10 years old.

From the different parts of the Central District the following statements are given. From the
South-west Division (Breage, &c.):
Unf ortunat ely, the childr en, both boys and girls, are sent to work too early in the tin mines;
often as young as years of age. I do not think their employment injurious to their health; though,
perhaps, this may be one cause of the general weakness of the miner's constitution, who very
seldom live beyond 50; but it is certainly very prejudicial in unfitting the girls for domestic
employment, and preventing the boys from acquiring any useful knowledge at school.

Illogan Division:
I regret to say that the children of the labouring classes and miners, from poverty, are removed
from school at a very early age, say from 8 to 10 years of age.

Redruth: On the average about 10.
Gwennap: Generally between 9 and 12 years of age.
Kea (Central District, East):
They are commonly removed as soon as their labour can be turned to account, at 12, 11, 10, or even
earlier.

Perranarworthal (same neighbourhood): Very many at 8 or 10 years of age; very few remain till 12 or 13.

Page 804

St. Agnes, &c. (Central District, North-east):
I am informed that the average age of removal from school to go to continuous employment is 10
years.

Eastern District, Tywardreath, &c.:
A great part, of the population consists of miners, the very poor of which class put their children
to work at an early age, not being able to pay for their education; those who are in better
circumstances keep their children at school till they are 11, 12, or 13 years old; and I think if there
were a good school, in which education could be obtained at a cheap rate, the greater part of the
miners would send their children till they attained the age of 12 years.

248. Ignorance of the value of education, though said to be less general than it formerly
was (Evidence, p. 830, 1. 11), is still very prevalent, as is natural among men, often
uneducated themselves, who have got on in the world as well as their neighbours. Where
the duty of giving to their children as good an education as they can, is known, the parents
cannot be charged, as a class, with neglecting it. Poverty is certainly the general cause that
children are taken from school and sent to work at the early age above stated, as it is of their
not being sent to school at all. The mere provision of decent clothing is beyond the ability of
many a poor widow who has been left with a large family to struggle for subsistence. Her
boys are her main stay, and bread must of course be obtained before knowledge. The early
and improvident marriages of other parents often involve them in difficulties from which the
early exertions of the children can alone extricate them. Here, likewise, poverty is a sufficient
explanation of the curtailment of education. It is among the more prosperous miners that
ignorance in some cases, and selfishness in others, often both together, lead to the early
substitution of mining labour for attendance at the day-school.
249. The same causes operate to prevent the greater number from going to eveningschools, even where they are accessible; but the hours of work, and the time occupied in
returning home, make it nearly impossible for the greater part of those employed at the
surface to give any portion of the evening to the school, except at times during the winter
months. As the boys advance in years, and they are employed under ground, they have
more time at their command, though at rather irregular intervals, for availing themselves of
these opportunities of instruction, and they do so in many instances; but the disposition to
improve themselves, not having been fostered by any education since they attended day-school
as young children, is not commonly found, and a large proportion of the parents prefer
making use of the earnings of their boys in any other way than in paying for their schooling.
There are many praiseworthy exceptions to this selfishness. Some such way be seen in the
Evidence (p. 831, 1. 33; p. 851, 1. 64; p. 854, 1. 50), favourably contrasted with the cases
of such as, although not in worse circumstances, have chosen to make their boys toil for their
profit, even beyond their hours of work at the mines, rather than expend a portion of the
earnings of those hours for the cultivation of their mental faculties (Evidence p. 852, 1. 28; p. 854,
1. 42).
250. Some of the results of the instruction actually given are comprised in Table 25 (pp. 798,
799), which exhibits an abstract of the returns made on the tabular forms. From this it would
appear that a large majority of the children and young persons of both sexes can read; but
this is, with respect to a great number, only true to a very slight extent. Many read so badly
that no pleasure or interest can be derived by themselves from reading; and if their
attendance at the Sunday-school is discontinued, it is more than probable that the little that
has been learnt is lost altogether. This is the case even with boys who have had some
advantages, but whose education has not been continued till their minds were expanded
sufficiently to give them an interest in what they had been taught (Evidence p. 852, 1. 25;
p. 853, 1. 29, 63; p. 854, 1. 3, 22).
251. Some testimonies regarding the evils resulting from this early removal from school are given
in reply to the queries.
The question was this: Does the removal of the children and young persons from school at the
ages specified in the last answe, (that of which examples have been given) operate to their injury in
after-life? If so, state in what manner.
The following statements of opinion are from different neighbourhoods:
I t h i n k s o . F i r s t , i f t h e y w o r k u n d e r g r o u n d , t h e i r h e a l t h s u f f e r s f r o m t h e i r y o u t h . Secondly,
if above ground, the first principles of education have not been sufficiently impressed on their minds
to stimulate them to self-tuition, and the little they have learned is
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soon forgotten. Thirdly, if girls go to work at, that early age, they have no knowledge how to make
the commonest garment, &c.
2. It does so operate in many cases. The education is not continued long enough to fix in the
mind what may have been acquired; neither is time allowed, in many instances, for learninganything beyond reading. All this operates to their pecuniary injury, either in leaving them
disqualified for certain minor situations, or else in entitling them to lower wages than more instructed
persons would obtain.
3. It does so; inasmuch as the little they had learnt. there is very soon forgotten; or, if kept up, is of
such an imperfect character, as to open their minds to impressions from evil advisers; and at all
events they are not on an equality with those in their own class who have been benefited by a
more perfect education.
4. Yes; for it often happens that, at the time they leave, they have not learnt to read with ease,
and, not liking the trouble of learning when not compelled, they soon give it up altogether; this of
course would operate to their injury both in a temporal and spiritual point of view. Further, they lose
the advantage of being able to write.

252. Together with the loss of the knowledge of reading or writing, the more important
principles of moral and religious truth will, in all probability, he gradually obliterated from the
mind, and, as far as the early education is itself concerned, very little will have been gained.
Happily, there are many beneficial influences at work tending to restore those principles
at a later period to their due authority; but it can hardly be doubted that the character of
that part of the male mining population which is at the period of life between boyhood and
manhood, when vicious and disorderly conduct is most prevalent, is attributable in great
measure to the want of continuity and sufficient duration in the attendance at school.
253. The amount of positive knowledge usually possessed by the mining boy is not to be
measured by the length of time he has been at school, neither is the quickness and capacity of
his understanding to be measured by the amount of his positive knowledge. The circumstances of
the miner's life tending to sharpen his perception and to strengthen his judgment, have been
spoken of before. The children are in some degree under the same influences; in the first
place, through the medium of the parent, who will convey to them a reflection of the
sharp lines which his hazardous and varied life has impressed on his own mind; and next,
by their own experience. Many years prior to his being sent to the mine, the little boy
is employed in ways which mimic his future occupations; with a shovel, of a size suited to his
strength, he is employed in collecting from the road anything which may serve for
dressing; this is placed in a small barrow, which introduces him to the work of wheeling: a
step further in the same practice is afterwards made when he is busied in bringing water in a
small cask from the well to his home. Other small tools, similar to those used in the mines,
are often given him, and he may be seen at work with them, in imitation of what he has
noticed when he has been taken there. Soon he makes himself useful in the cultivation
of the garden or plot of ground, and in other services. When he goes to work at the
mine, free association with others, and the variety of his own occupations, have their usual
effect in calling forth his intelligence and forming his character; and, being in no degree
oppressed, he has from the first the independent manner and frank expression of opinion
general among the adult miners. Circumstances do much for him; what is wanting may be
supplied by education.
254. The only connexions existing between schools and any of the mines have been
already stated. For the children and young persons actually employed, there is no provision
whatever of that nature. In fact, as has been already stated, they come to the mine to
work, while there they work constantly, excepting a short interval for dinner, and leave off when
their work is done; and then all connexion ends between the employers and employed, except
such good offices as private benevolence may suggest. The evening-schools are entirely
unconnected with the mines.
255. As there is a very kindly feeling entertained by the leading mine-owners and by
their agents generally, towards the juvenile portion of their workpeople, so is there
extensively manifested a sincere interest in the advancement of their intellectual, and still
more their moral and religious condition. Hitherto it has been exhibited chiefly in the
encouragement afforded by them to the schools established for the children prior to
their coining to work, and, in a few instances, to evening-schools; but there is no reason to
doubt that they would be ready to make some sacrifices for the furtherance of a judicious
system, adapted to those actually employed. Some Evidence to that effect may be seen at
p. 824, 1. 52; p. 832, 1. 26; p. 833, 1. 42; p. 847, 1. 56; p. 851, 1. 8; and additional testimony is con-
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tained in several answers to the queries; one of which may be given as an example; it is from a
clergyman in the Eastern District:
I am making [he says] great exertions to establish schools for the instruction of boys and
girls, and I am greatly encouraged in my efforts by the willing co-operation of the higher
classes, and the almost impatient desire manifested by the lower orders to obtain for their
children a more sound, religious, and useful education.

256. Some of the impediments to education, arising from the parents, have been already
spoken of, and some examples of the operation of other principles have b een r e fer r e d
t o . I t i s b u t j u s t to s ta te t h a t a great number of the work ing miners, who are fathers
of families, are most strongly impressed with the importance of the benefits conferred by a
good education; contemplating higher benefits than the mere advancement of their
children in the world; and that they look forward with very great satisfaction to what they
have anticipated as one result of the inquiries which have been made; the establishment of
good schools which might be attended by their children without preventing their gaining a
livelihood at the same time.
257. There is no reason to believe that the severity of labour in the ordinary
distribution of time and work at the mines at all incapacitates the children and young
persons for receiving instruction at the end of the day. But those who have to walk
some miles to their homes, probably the greater number, can do little more than get.
their supper and go to bed. Such at least should be the case with the younger children,
in order to ensure them eight hours of rest. In the evening-school at Tucking-miII,
(Evidence, p. 837,1. 24), though the homes of the boys, and the mines at which they had
been working, were both close at hand, it was necessary to postpone the supper till they
returned from school, between nine a n d te n a t n i g h t . I n t h e w i n t e r , w h e n th e w o r k
c l o s e s w i th t h e d a y l i g h t , to allot an hour or two in the evening to school is more easy,
and the boys have not complained that they feel the attendance irksome. Evidence to a
contrary effect may be found (p. 837, 1. 3, 22; p. 843, 1. 31).
258. The slenderness of the stock of domestic knowledge possessed by the females employed
in the mines is attested by all parties. When they come to be wives and mothers, the
consequences are very injurious to the husband and children, from the want of
management in the outlay of the earnings, from the expense entailed in paying for work
which ought to be done at home, and from the coarse and insufficient culinary
processes, adopted through ignorance of better methods (Evidence, p. 833, 1. 27; p. 849,
1. 23; p. 850, 1. 63; p. 841, 1. 60). Some inclination to gossiping with the neighbours has been
supposed to arise from the habits acquired at the mines; but the wives of the miners cannot
be justly charged as a body with neglect of their domestic duties. Their hearts are in
their homes, and they are for the most part tender mothers and industrious wives
(Evidence, p. 829, 1. 34). Indeed the laborious occupations to which they have been inured
make the household duties appear comparatively light.
259. It is necessary to notice in this place a laxity of practice, which still exists to a
great extent, though it is generally considered to be less prevalent than it formerly was;
the putting off the solemnization of marriage till it is rendered necessary to save the
legitimacy of the child, whose birth is known to be at hand. The mischievous effects of this
practice are too evident to require illustration; but it is due to the young women concerned, to
state that there is every reason to believe that they enter into the engagements which lead to
these consequences with entire confidence that they will terminate in marriage; and that the
practice itself appears to be derived from a remote period, and to be of connate origin
with the similar habits of a related Celtic tribe, the Welch.
260. That confidence is not often misplaced. Desertion by the men is very rare, i n
p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e n u m b e r o f c a s e s i n w h i c h i t w o u l d p r o ve d e s t r u c t i v e t o t h e
reputation of the young women. The number of illegitimate children is generally small;
and is stated in several places to be much less than it was when compulsory marriage
usually followed the discovery of the probability of such being born (Evidence, p.
829,1. 37). There is reason to believe that the desire to escape from the single state,
entertained by a rather elderly portion of the females working at the mines, often led to a
course which afforded nearly the only prospect of such a desire being realised.
261. There are some differences in regard to the above particulars in different
districts, which are stated and illustrated in the Evidence (p. 832, 1. 52; p. 841, 1. 64;
p. 849, 1. p.850, 1. 60).
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262. Everywhere open prostitution is very rare. In the parish and neighbourhood of
Camborne, which embraces a population of 30,000, it was stated by an officer of the Union,
intimately acquainted with the subject, that there was not even one individual living in that
condition. This fact is rendered still more cr edi tab le to the p opu la tion b y the favo ura ble
contrast in which it stands to the state of some of the towns at no great distance.

XII. COMPARATIVE CONDITION
263. In the principal mining districts almost all the children of the poorer classes are
sent, to the mines when there is any demand for their labour. Comparison can therefore be
hardly instituted, on a large scale, except with districts more or less remote. The relative
condition of those in the neighbourhood has, however, been kept in view in all the statements
in this Report which bear a relative character, and many illustrative particulars in the Evidence
collected have been referred to. A brief notice of the condition of the children and young persons
employed in domestic and civic occupations, in agriculture, and in the iron-foundries and slate
quarries, from which returns have been obtained, shall now be given, under the several
heads of inquiry already treated as respects the mining class.
264 (1) Very little, if any, paid employment is found in agriculture for boys under 10 years of age, and it
is merely casual till they are 12 or 13. Young girls have only a little occasional work in the field, and do
not, till they are 15 or 16, engage in it as their regular occupation. In towns, places are found for
a few as servants or errandboys, and apprenticeships are resorted to by the greater part. The
girls from 14 upwards obtain employment, as domestic servants, and a great number learn the
business of dressmaking at the same age. The ages at the iron-foundries are, under 13, 62;
between 13 and 18, 150; those at the slate-quarries, under 13, 21 males and 9 females;
between 13 and 18, 34 males and 17 females.
265 (2) The hours for agricultural work are usually about 10 in the day in summer, and
daylight in winter. Night-work is unknown, as well as working overtime, except perhaps a
little at harvest. Girls employed in dressmaking are here, as in other parts of England, kept at
work till 8, sometimes till 10, in the evening, but they seldom begin it before 7 or 8 in the
morning. The hours of work in the foundries are from 6 A.M. to 6 P.M., out of which an hour and a
half is allowed for meals; a few work at night regularly, and others when there is a particular
press of business. At the slate-quarries the hours of work are 10 in the day.
266 (3) An hour is generally allowed for dinner in all departments of husbandry, and another,
or at least half an hour, for breakfast; and it large proportion of the young people employed are able
to return to their homes to their meals, or to take them in the farm-houses. The same allowance
is usual in employments in towns. At the foundries an hour and a half is allowed, and this is
also the case at the slate-quarries.
267 (4) It is needless to describe the nature of the agricultural and civic employments just spoken of,
which are the same in this as in other parts of the country. The separate reports on the ironfoundries and quarries may be referred to for particulars on this point relating to them.
268 (5) It has been stated that the surface operations in these mines are carried on in wellventilated places, free from the causes of impurity connected with town habitations. They are in fact,
nearly analogous, in regard to aeration, to rural work; the latter is the less sheltered of the
two, but likewise the less sedentary. The comparative disadvantages of those who work under
ground need not be enumerated. No kind of town occupation is attended by any at all equal
ones; but the close situations in which many of its departments are carried on, and the noxious
effluvia with which the air is often loaded, render the comparison with the surface work at the mines
unfavourable. The quarries and clay-works present no essential points of difference from the
more exposed surface work at the mines. The particular condition of the foundries must be
looked for in the special report respecting them; but it may be stated generally that they are
more injurious in some parts, both from extreme alternation of temperature and from impurity
of air, than the places of work at the surface in the mines, but much less so than those under
ground.
269 (6) As to the liability to accidents, the disadvantage is altogether on the

